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61.01 Intent and Purpose.
The intent of design review is to promote the general welfare of the community by achieving the
following purposes:
A.
To protect the community from the adverse effects of poor design and to encourage good
professional design practices.
B.
To enhance the beauty, livability and prosperity of the community.
C.
To encourage high quality development.
D.
To discourage poor exterior design, appearance and inferior quality which are likely to
have a depreciative effect on the local environment and surrounding area.
E.
To encourage originality, creativity and diversity in design and to avoid monotony.
F.
To ensure the compatibility of multiple-dwelling projects with adjoining neighborhoods.
G.
To provide owners and developers with an efficient and expedited procedure for project
approval.
H.
To further advance the purposes of this Chapter the concepts presented in the Tourism
Marketing Plan dated 2004 and attached as Appendix B shall serve as a guide to implementation
of the Architectural Design standards set forth in this Chapter.
61.02 Authority.
This Chapter is adopted under the authority granted by §§ 61.35 and 62.23, and 66.0101, Wis.
Stats.
61.03 Applicability.
The provisions of this Chapter shall apply to new buildings and structures, exterior remodeling
including exterior changes of color or landscaping to existing buildings and structures located in

the Waterfront Commercial District, Commercial Districts 1 and 2, Industrial Districts and/or any
multi-family development in the Residential 2 District.
61.04 Procedure.
A.
Upon filing of an application of a building permit for an applicable project as identified
under Section 61.03, the owner shall submit the plans and specifications for architectural review
to the Zoning Administrator. The plans and specifications shall include plans, elevations, drawings
and other information required by the Zoning Administrator. The Zoning Administrator shall
review the submitted plans, and determine whether they are sufficiently complete for processing
the permit. Upon completion of the review of the plans the Zoning Administrator shall refer the
plans and recommendations to the Village Plan Commission.
B.
If in the judgment of the Zoning Administrator the project requires review by the Village
staff, the Zoning Administrator may submit the plans to the Village staff for review. Upon review
of the plans and recommendations of the Zoning Administrator, the Village staff may recommend
submittal of the plans as presented or as modified on recommendation of the staff, to the Plan
Commission or recommend that the applicant modify or supplement its application for further
review. Within fifteen (15) days of staff approval, the plans shall be submitted to the Plan
Commission.
61.05 Plan Commission Review.
The Plan Commission shall review the plans and determine whether or not the proposed plan
conforms to the intent and standards set forth in this Chapter and other applicable ordinances, and
state and federal laws rules and regulations. The Plan Commission may impose conditions related
to site planning, design, general layout, and appearance it deems necessary for the plan to meet the
intent and standards of this Chapter and any other applicable ordinance. The Commission is not
required to review plans that are not in reasonable conformance with the provisions of this Chapter
unless applications for appropriate discretionary permits are pending.
61.06 Resubmission; Changes to Plans.
A.
The applicant shall have the opportunity to submit changes to the project which comply
with the recommendations of the Plan Commission within ninety (90) days of the Commission's
action. Changes to approved plans shall require a written or illustrated description of such change
together with the reasons for such change. Major changes shall require application to and approval
by the Plan Commission in accordance with the provisions of this Chapter.
B.
Minor changes in the location, site plan, or character of buildings and structures may be
authorized by the Zoning Administrator, if required by engineering or other circumstances not
foreseen at the time the application was approved. No change authorized by the Zoning
Administrator under this Section may increase the size of any building or structure by more than
ten percent (10%), nor change the location of any building or structure by more than ten (10) feet
in any direction; provided, notwithstanding anything in the foregoing, the Zoning Administrator
may not permit changes beyond the minimum or maximum requirements set forth in this Chapter.
All other changes in the project, including changes in the site plan and in the development
schedule, must be made under the procedures that are applicable to the initial approval of a permit.
C.
The Plan Commission may delegate authority to the Zoning Administrator for review and
approval of minor changes, and to approve resubmitted plans with modifications or changes
provided such modifications or changes are in substantial conformance with reviewed plans, such

changes are in keeping with the architectural style of the building or structure and are consistent
with the objectives of this Chapter.
61.07 Specialty Districts.
The Village Board finds that due to the development of the Village several areas have evolved into
distinct neighborhoods with unique features determined by the environment, commercial
development, parcel sizes and topography. The Village Board recognizes that different regulations
for architectural and landscaping design in these neighborhoods are necessary in order to provide
for development and redevelopment in accordance with the goals established in Section 61.02.
Therefore, the following Districts are established:
A.
Parkway District. All properties fronting on or served by parcels fronting on
Wisconsin Dells Parkway North between the Village Limits and the 200 block of
Wisconsin Dells Parkway.
B.
Waterfront Commercial District. All properties in the Waterfront Commercial
Zoning District.
C.
Downtown District. All Properties located within the area bounded by Delavan
Street East and West on the South, Dell Creek, Spring Brook and Lake Delton on
the North, Ward Street on the West and Dell Creek on the East.
D.
Commercial South District. All Properties located on USH 12 south of Dell
Creek to I90/94 including all properties on East Adams Street, Progressive Drive,
Gasser Road, Hillman Drive, Miller Drive, Meadowview Drive and the frontage
roads. Excluding all properties located within Planned Development Districts.
E.
Commercial West District. All Properties bordering on West Munroe Avenue
(STH 23) between Ward Street and the Village Limits including properties on
Commercial Drive, CTH P, Birchwood Road, and Gravy Lane.
F.
The District Map is attached as part of Appendix A.
61.08 Architectural Approval.
Unless expressly exempted in this Chapter no permit shall be issued for new construction,
demolition, alteration, repair, signage, or any other physical modifications of a property within a
Specialty District by the Village without the prior or simultaneous issuance of a certificate of
appropriateness in accordance with the procedures specified in this Chapter. Upon the
recommendation of the Plan Commission, the Village Board may authorize issuance of a permit
prior to the final approval of the architectural design or landscape design on the condition that an
occupancy permit will not be issued until such approvals are granted.
61.09 Application Content.
A.
Each application shall include the following information:
1.
Name and address of the applicant, the owner of the site, the architect, the engineer
and the contact.
2.
The legal description of the site, address of the site, type of structure, existing and
proper use of the site, the number of employees on site, and the zoning District of
the site.
3.
The site plan must include the following:
a.
All existing structures and the proposed structures;
b.
Areas of cut and fill;

c.
d.
e.
f.
g.
h.
i.
j.
k.
l.

Landscaping plan;
Existing and proposed easements, streets, sidewalks, and other public ways;
Off street parking, loading areas and driveways;
Exterior lighting;
Existing and proposed street access and restrictions;
Existing and proposed setbacks;
Fences;
Storm water management facilities;
Elevations in USGS datum;
All existing structures and uses within one hundred (100) feet of property
line;
m.
Proposed exterior signs and all signs visible from the exterior of the
building;
n.
The exterior façade design and colored architectural renderings;
o.
The color and texture plan, including types of materials; and
p.
All additional information required by other Village ordinances, the Village
Plan Commission, Zoning Administrator or other departments as required.
B.
In addition to the height and minimum setback requirements set forth for the District in
which the property is located, changes in material, height, projections in the vertical or horizontal
plane or similar façade changes should be encouraged on visible exterior building walls. Primary
attention shall be given to those sides visible from the public right-of-way.
61.10 Site Plan Review Principals and Standards.
A.
The application shall state that the proposed use is permitted in the underlying zoning
District, or that a variance or conditional use permit is required.
B.
The applicant shall identify the location of any flood plain, drainage way, erosive area
and/or adverse soil conditions on the property.
C.
The applicant shall provide information sufficient to show the anticipated traffic circulation
generated by the project and demonstrate that the plan does not adversely affect existing traffic or
pedestrian flow and does not create an unsafe condition.
D.
The applicant shall show that the existing or proposed access conforms to Village
ordinances and does not create an unsafe condition; that the driveway location provides good sight
distance; that the driveway grade does not exceed five (5.0%) percent and that the driveway does
not exacerbate an existing traffic or pedestrian situation.
E.
The applicant shall show that the dimensional requirements of the District are met or that
a variance or conditional use permit is requested.
F.
The application must conform to all design and use provisions in the ordinances governing
the proposed use.
G.
The application shall show the relationship of proposed to existing structures in the vicinity
of the project and the impact on neighboring properties by the following factors:
1.
Traffic Ingress/Egress;
2.
Traffic flow;
3.
Storm water damage;
4.
Erosion;
5.
Grading;
6.
Lighting; and

7.
8.

9.
10.
11.
12.
13.

14.
15.
16.
17.

Piers, wharves or rafts.
The application shall identify the existing natural landscaping features on the site
before and after development on the site. The existing landscaping features should
be retained as necessary to enhance the appearance of the development, provide
barrier or buffer to adjoining property of dissimilar use and assist in preserving
general safety, health, welfare, and appearance of the neighborhood.
The application shall establish that the plans conform to Village requirements for
grading, drainage and landscaping.
The project plans shall minimize any adverse impacts on the neighborhood with
appropriate screening, fencing and landscaping.
All dumpsters shall be screened from view.
The plans shall provide that the land, buildings and structures are readily available
to emergency services and in compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act.
The applicant is to establish that the site plan is consistent with intent of ordinances
for:
a.
Public health, safety and welfare;
b.
Public Utilities;
c.
Use of land in accordance with its character and adaptability;
d.
Avoiding overcrowding or population;
e.
Lessening congestion on public roads;
f.
Reducing hazards of life and property; and
g.
Facilitating community development plans.
The site plan shall be consistent with goals, objectives, principles, standards,
policies and design criteria set forth in the Village’s adopted Comprehensive Plan.
When a site plan modification or addition is reviewed, all existing non-conformities
and code violations shall be identified and remedied.
All hazards identified in the site plan review process shall be resolved or mitigated
as determined by the Plan Commission.
New structures shall not unduly interfere with the visibility of existing neighboring
businesses.

61.11 Architectural Review Principles and Standards.
A.
The exterior architectural appeal, including landscaping, and the functional plan of the
proposed structure, addition, or alteration will not, when erected, be so at variance with, or so
similar to, the exterior architectural appeal and functional plan of structures already constructed or
in the course of construction in the immediate neighborhood, or at variance with the character of
the District established by the Village’s development plan, or any amendments or supplements,
thereto, so as to cause substantial depreciation in the property values within said neighborhood or
applicable District.
B.
The exterior building appearance should not seem unorthodox or abnormal in relation to
the neighborhood so as to be unsightly, offensive or adversely affect the value of neighboring
properties.
C.
In order to maintain and promote the appearance of variety in the Parkway Commercial
District, building façades, architectural features, colors and landscaping must be varied and with
each parcel presenting a distinctive appearance.

D.
The exterior architectural appeal and functional plan of the proposed structure, addition, or
alteration will not, within the discretionary judgment of the Plan Commission, be contrary to
generally accepted design standards or to the underlying aesthetic values of the community, or in
any manner contribute to decay or blight within the community.
E.
The Lake Delton Design Standards attached as Appendix A is hereby adopted and
incorporated herein and shall be applied by the Plan Commission and Village Board in reviewing
properties subject to this Chapter.
61.12 Village Board Approval.
Within thirty (30) days of submission of the plans and the issuance of a recommendation of the
Plan Commission, the Village Board shall review the action of the Plan Commission and issue its
approval, conditional approval or denial of the proposed plan. If the Village Board denies the
proposed plan, it shall issue its decision in writing specifying its objections to the proposed plan.
61.13 Reconsideration; Appeals.
A.
In the event of denial of an Architectural and/or Landscape Review plan by the Plan
Commission, the applicant or any aggrieved party may request a reconsideration of the decision
of the plan by the Plan Commission. Such request for reconsideration shall specify the reasons for
seeking reconsideration and shall be accompanied by a filing fee as established by resolution of
the Village Board.
B.
Following the decision on reconsideration, the applicant or any aggrieved party may appeal
the decision of the Plan Commission to the Village Board. Appeal to the Village Board must be
filed within thirty (30) days of the issuance of the written decision of the Plan Commission.
C.
On hearing an appeal of the decision of the Plan Commission denying a proposed plan, the
Village Board may approve, reject or refer the plan back to the Plan Commission with instructions
for further action.
61.14 Enforcement; Penalties.
The Zoning Administrator and/or Building Inspector shall enforce this Chapter. Any person, firm
or corporation or other legal entity who violates any provisions of this Chapter shall be subject to
a fine or civil forfeiture of not less than Five Hundred Dollars ($500.00) nor more than One
Thousand Dollars ($1,000.00), plus costs and compliance with the Chapter by injunction or
otherwise, if the Village shall so request, or in default of payment of such forfeiture or compliance
by Court order, injunction or otherwise, shall be subject to entry of civil judgment and enforcement
as provided by law. Each day of violation constitutes a separate count and separate offense and
violation of this Chapter.
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general findings

General Findings

The Village of Lake Delton, a historic vacation destination, seeks to preserve
its natural setting and heritage through a unified regulatory system that places
a high emphasis on contextual development and redevelopment.
Over the last fifty years, the Village of Lake Delton has become a major
regional tourism destination, hosting millions of people from around the
country with annual business sales exceeding one billion dollars.
The Village Board finds that this economic development has led naturally to
three distinct districts within the Village namely: the Waterfront Commercial
District, the Downtown District, and the Parkway District.
The Village Board finds that each of these three districts plays a vital role in
the continued health and success of the Village economy, and the welfare of
its residents and guests. Accordingly, the Village seeks to protect and promote
development and redevelopment within these distinct districts in a manner
consistent with their aesthetic composition through the use of three overlay
districts.
The Village finds that these overlay districts are consistent with the goals
outlined in the Comprehensive Plan, and that they are necessary for and
consistent with the Village’s goals of safeguarding the public health and
general welfare. Therefore, permits for renovation and/or development and/
or redevelopment within each overlay district may be issued only after review
and approval by the Plan Commission and the Village Board. Approval shall be
based in part on the project’s conformity with a comprehensive set of criteria
for the particular overlay district in which the proposed project sits.
The Village finds that these criteria should encourage creativity and variety
consistent with the aesthetic composition of the particular district, while
discouraging saturation of any one particular theme.
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Downtown
District

District-Specific
Findings

The Downtown District serves as the seat of local government. The Village
Board finds as a matter of public policy that the aesthetic, economic
and functional qualities of the Downtown District as the center of local
government are worthy of conservation and are vital to the prosperity and
well-being of the community.

The Village Board further finds that proper development and redevelopment
of the Village’s Downtown District is best served by the establishment
of standards that will ensure consistent and harmonious design and
development and redevelopment within the municipal hub of the Village.

Desired
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downtown district

site plan

Site Plan

Intent

To ensure adequate design and review of site-related characteristics.

Examples

This plan shows
pedestrian pathways,
vehicular parking/
circulation, and
landscaping.

Standards

A site plan shall be submitted with the Design Standards Checklist and shall show all of
the important features planned for the site as detailed below:
1. Name and address of applicant, owner of site, architect, engineer and
contractor (if any).
2. Legal description of site (as required by the Village based upon project
complexity), address of site, type of structure, existing and proposed use of
the site, number of employees, zoning district of the site.
3. Site plan showing the following:
a. structures
b. areas of cut and fill
c. landscaping
d. easements, streets, sidewalks and other public ways
e. off street parking, loading areas and driveways
f. exterior lighting
g. highway access restrictions
h. setbacks:
ix. street
x. side
xi. rear yard.
i. Fences
j. Storm water management facilities
k. Elevations in USGS datum
l. Structures and uses within 100 feet of property line
4. Exterior signs and all signs visible from the exterior of the building
5. Building elevations and floor plans
6. Exterior façade design and colored architectural renderings
7. Color plan and texture plan, including types of materials
8. All information required by other Village ordinances, Design Standards, Plan
Commission, Zoning Administrator or other departments as required.
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downtown district

Street Relationship
street relationship
Intent

To encourage streetscape enhancements that blend the public and
private realms, enhancing the pedestrian experience.

Examples
The image of the left
is an example of new
construction that has a
portion of the building
set back from the street
right-of-way, allowing
extra room for a larger
pedestrian zone.
The image on the
right is an example of
building on a corner
with a public entrance.

Standards

			

Village of Lake Delton

1. Street frontage and setback areas shall have features that enliven
the street such as benches, tables, seating walls, landscaping, raised
planters, flower beds.
2. Primary Structures shall be built to the front setback line, unless the
setback provides for a larger pedestrian zone.
3. A minimum of one functional building entrance shall be provided
along the building façade facing the street. Buildings that face multiple
streets shall provide an entrance facing the most prominent street.
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downtown district

lighting

Lighting

Intent

To promote effective and attractive exterior lighting that minimizes
glare and/or light pollution.

Examples
Three examples of full
cutoff (post-mounted
& building-mounted)
fixtures that minimize
glare and light pollution.
Picture on the left
demonstrates how to
mitigate light spillage
onto adjacent residential
or park spaces through
the use of shielding.

Prohibited

Prohibited

Images on the right are
examples of prohibited
light fixtures: non-cutoff
(middle) & light directed
to the sky (right).

Standards

1. Exterior lighting shall be designed to complement the character of the
building.
2. Parking lots and pedestrian walkways shall be illuminated uniformly
and to the minimum level necessary to ensure safety.
3. Exterior lighting shall render colors as accurately as possible (i.e. white
light versus green or yellow light)
4. All exterior building and parking lot lights shall be full cutoff. Lights
directed skyward are prohibited.
5. Abutting parcels shall not receive light spillage in excess of 0.4 footcandles as measured horizontally, 5-feet above the ground level at the
affected property line.
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downtown district

Intent

Parking
parking

To provide parking lots that are safe for drivers and pedestrians, while
mitigating the visual and environmental impacts.

Examples
The diagram provides an
example of two properties
sharing parking with a single
row of parking on the side
yard and two rows in the rear
yard.
The top two pictures illustrate
the required landscape buffer
between parking and the
public sidewalk.
The lower pictures shows bike
racks that allow proper bike
frame locking (encouraged)
and bike racks that do not
allow for proper frame locking
(discouraged).

Standards

Village of Lake Delton

Prohibited
Allowable

Discouraged
Encouraged

1. New off-street parking in front (street side) of the building is
prohibited, unless authorized by the Plan Commission. Side yard
parking shall not be more than forty-two (42) feet wide.
2. Parking stalls and drive aisles shall be separated from the public rightof-way or property lines by a planted landscape buffer. The width of
this buffer shall be at least ten (10) feet.
3. Walkways shall be provided to connect the building entrance to the
public sidewalk. Walkways that cross parking areas or a drive aisle
shall be clearly identified, either with different paving materials (such
as brick/ colored concrete) or with painted crosswalk striping.
4. Tree islands shall be provided in all parking lots per Chapter 58 of the
Zoning Code. The Plan Commission reserves the right to increase the
percentage of tree islands required within the Downtown Overlay
District.
5. Bike racks, designed to allow a U-shaped lock that secures the frame
to the rack, are required for properties serving bicycle traffic or
seasonal employees. Bike racks shall not be located on the front
(street) side of any property.
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downtown district

landscaping

Landscaping
Intent

To highlight and protect pedestrian routes, guide the safe flow of
vehicular traffic, improve the appearance of the parking area, and
reduce the negative ecological impacts created by parking lots (heat
gain, stormwater runoff volume and contaminants).

Examples
A 3-foot high buffer
along the public
sidewalk defines and
separates private
parking areas from the
public street realm.
This improves aesthetic
appearance and the
pedestrian experience.
The pictures to the right
illustrates ways to screen
parking areas abutting
the sidewalk.

Standards

1. Yard areas not used for off-street parking shall be attractively
landscaped (trees, shrubs, plants or grass lawns), screening parking
and service areas from adjacent properties so as not to impair the
values of the adjacent properties.
2. Decorative fences, walls, and/or landscaped edges shall be used in
order to screen parking areas from the street and public right-of-ways
3. Indigenous plants with low water and pesticide needs are strongly
encouraged (work with local nurseries in developing the landscaping
plan).
4. Plantings and low fences located between parking areas and public
right-of-way shall not obscure vision between three (3) and eight (8)
feet above ground for pedestrian safety. Trees and bushes that would
naturally obscure this zone at maturity shall not be used.
5. Foundation plantings and foundation landscape features shall be
provided on all sides of a building visible from the street or public right
-of-ways.
6. All landscape areas shall be regularly maintained to maximize their
aesthetic value.
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downtown district

Intent

Areas
serviceService
areas

To improve the appearance of the downtown area.

Examples
Good examples of how
to hide service areas:
by a wooden fence with
landscaping (right) or
by a brick wall with
landscaping (left).

Example of a building
facade screening rooftop
mechanical from ground
view.

Standards

Village of Lake Delton

1. Trash Containers, recycling containers, street-level mechanical
equipment (gas meters, air conditioners, etc.) and rooftop mechanical
equipment shall be screened so that they are not visible from a public
street, or adjacent properties.
2. Placement of service boxes shall be located away from pedestrian
zones. Preferred locations are in the side yard or in the rear yard
3. Screening shall be compatible with building architecture and other site
features.

design standards							

		

7

downtown district: building standards

scale and articulation

Scale and Articulation
Intent

To establish and maintain a consistent street wall that provides visual
interest and human scale.

Examples
The diagram (top left)
illustrates a traditional
storefront, featuring a
base, middle, and top.
The images on the right
demonstrate preferred
architectural styles that
relate to the existing
downtown character
and a horizontally
proportioned building
(upper) does not.
The picture on the
lower left provides an
example of a horizontal
expression line.

Standards

Prohibited

Desired

1. New buildings shall be between one and two stories tall except where
permitted by conditional use by the Plan Commission (per the Village’s
zoning ordinance requirements).
2. New buildings shall establish vertical proportions for the street facade,
and for the elements within that facade (windows, doors, structural
expressions, etc). Any building with a total width equal to or greater
than its height shall utilize one or more of the following techniques:
expression of structural bays, variations in material, variation in the
building plane, and/or vertically-proportioned windows.
3. New buildings shall utilize a horizontal expression line that projects
at least two (2) inches from the building facade to articulate the
transition between the first floor and upper floors.
4. A detailed elevation of each exposed building facade and any
neighboring buildings shall be submitted with the Design Standards
Checklist.
5. All new buildings and remodeled buildings shall utilize details or
changes in materials to create a discernible base, middle, and top.
6. New buildings shall incorporate horizontal expression lines from
existing building within the same block whenever practical.
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downtown district: building standards

Intent

facades
Facades
To reinforce the existing character of downtown area, and to enliven
and activate the public streets.
To reinforce the existing character of downtown area, and to provide
variety and visual interest.

Examples
The picture on the left
illustrates an existing
building that meets the
clear glass requirement.
The images on the right
provide examples of
buildings incorporating
human-scaled elements,
including large windows
which activate the street.

The example on the left
does not meet these
standards as the roofline
is parallel to the street
The example on the right
has a low-slope roof,
which does not relate
the existing downtown
character.

Village of Lake Delton

Prohibited

Prohibited

design standards							

		

9

downtown district: building standards

facades
Facades
Standards

1. The base of the building shall include elements that relate to the
human scale. These should include doors ,windows, texture,
projections, awnings, ornamentation, etc.
2. Downtown buildings shall activate the street by providing significant
visibility through the ground floor facade to activities or displays within
the building.
3. The use of reflective or dark-tinted glass is prohibited, especially at the
ground level.
4. All building faces should use design features (i.e. window proportions,
expression of the structural bays, etc.) similar to the primary front
facade.
5. A discernible “base” shall be established. The base shall be at least two
(2) feet in height, but may include the entire first floor.
6. Buildings shall have a ground floor facade that is comprised of at least
thirty-five (35) percent clear glass. A minimum of two (2) feet shall be
maintained between the glass and any interior dividers to allow for
product display.
7. Any secondary facade facing a public street (corner buildings) shall
utilize the same design features as the primary front facade, extending
a minimum of twelve (12) feet from the primary facade. Exceptions
may be granted if terminated at an architectural detail (i.e. expression
of structural bay, variation in building plane, etc.).
8. A diagram illustrating the percentage transparent glass on each streetfacing facade shall be submitted with the Design Standards Checklist.
9. A positive visual termination at the top of the building shall be
established, using either a pitched roof with gable(s) facing the street
or a flat roof with a defined cornice.
10. Pitched roofs shall have a slope no less than 5:12.
11. Existing brick or masonry facades shall not be painted any color that
varies from their initial state.
12. An accurately-measured elevation drawing that illustrates the full
rooflines of the proposed building(s) and any neighboring buildings
shall be submitted with the Design Standards Checklist.
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downtown district: building standards

Intent

projections
Projections

To reinforce the existing character.

Examples
Building projections
provide shelter and
architectural character.
Mounting awnings below
the horizontal expression
line with lighting from
above provides for a more
attractive building facade
(images on the left).
Additionally, lighting from
above cuts down on sky
glow (light pollution).

Acceptable

Acceptable

Standards

Village of Lake Delton

1. Projections shall only be permitted on the street side of buildings
2. Fabric or soft vinyl awnings are preferred.
3. Awning colors should relate to and complement the primary colors of
the building facade.
4. Canopies (flat projections from the building facade) are acceptable.
5. No awning or canopy may project into the setback area and shall
not be constructed on posts. All awnings and canopies shall be
cantilevered from the building.
6. Awnings/canopies that project into the public right-of-way may be
permitted at the discretion of the plan commission via conditional use
for those areas within the Downtown District that currently have a
“zero-setback”
7. Upper floor projections are prohibited
8. Awnings shall be a maximum of (4) feet in depth and the underside of
the projection shall be at least eight (8) feet above the sidewalk.
9. Awnings using wood or shingle components are prohibited.
10. Awnings may be lit from above, and/or may feature lighting beneath to
illuminate the sidewalk; however, glowing awnings (backlit, light shows
through the material) are prohibited.
11. Awnings shall be mounted below the horizontal expression line that
defines the ground floor.
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downtown district: building standards

Colors and Materials
colors
and materials
Intent

To reinforce the existing character of the Downtown District, and to
provide for variety and visual interest. Architectural components
shall mimic or complement the architectural features of nearby
Governmental Buildings.

Examples
The images within the box
on the left are preferred
building materials (from
top left to bottom right):
kiln-fired brick, stucco,
wood siding, and fiber
cement siding.
The images within the box
on the right are permitted
building materials: vinyl
siding (top) & cultured
stone (bottom).

Standards

1. Day-glo or fluorescent colors are prohibited.
2. Vinyl siding is prohibited on the primary front facade. If used on the
other sides of the building, it shall be at least 0.044” in thickness.
3. Prohibited building materials include gravel aggregate materials, roughsawn wood siding, polished stone, and panelized products.
4. All exposed sides of the building shall use similar or complementary
materials as used on the front facade.
5. Any secondary facade facing a public street (corner building) shall utilize
the same materials as the primary front facade, extending a minimum
of twelve (12) feet from the primary facade. Exceptions maybe granted
if terminated at an architectural detail (i.e. expression of structural bay,
variation in building plane, etc.).
6. A picture and a sample of each exterior material and a facade
illustration that indicates colors and materials shall be submitted with
the Design Checklist.
7. Muted tones are preferred for the primary facade color.
8. Bright colors are prhobited for the primary facade color, but may be
acceptable as a secondary color to highlight expression lines or details.
9. Preferred exterior finish materials include kiln-fired brick, stucco, terra
cotta, wood siding and details (not rough sawn), and fiber cement siding.
10. Permitted exterior finish materials include high-quality cultured stone
or brick veneer, kiln fired brick, natural stone, fiber cement siding and
high quality vinyl or composite siding. Brick or stone treatments are the
preferred exterior finishes.
11. EIFS (Exterior Insulation and Finish System) is discouraged as a principle
facade material, especially at ground level where susceptible to
damage.
12. Standing seam metal roofs are the preferred roofing material.
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Village of Lake Delton

downtown district

acceptable architec-

Examples of Acceptable Architectural Standards

Village of Lake Delton
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downtown district

Examples of Acceptable Architectural
Standards
acceptable
architec-
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Waterfront
District
waterfront
district

Village of Lake Delton
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waterfront district

Waterfront District district
waterfront
District-Specific
Findings

The Village Board finds that the bodies of water of Lake Delton, Dell
Creek, Blass Lake and the Wisconsin River and their associated water
frontage (cumulatively “Lake Delton”), comprise the community’s
focal point, and represent an important natural resource. The Village
finds that Lake Delton possesses special environmental, recreational,
cultural, historical, community and aesthetic qualities and values that
require protection and preservation.
The Village Board finds as a matter of public policy that these qualities
and values of the District are worthy of enhancement, and are essential
to the promotion of the health, prosperity, and general welfare of both
residents of and visitors to the Village. The Village Board also finds that
proper development and redevelopment of the Village’s Waterfront
Commercial District is best attained by setting certain standards for the
District that will be to the interest, benefit and advantage of both the
residents and visitors of the Village.
The Village Board further finds that the establishment of such standards
will assist to preserve and promote high quality and environmentally
responsible development and redevelopment around the waterbodies
within the Village of Lake Delton.
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waterfront district

Intent

siteSite
plan
Plan

To ensure adequate design and review of site-related characteristics.

Examples

This plan shows
pedestrian pathways,
vehicular parking/
circulation, and
landscaping.

Standards

Village of Lake Delton

A site plan shall be submitted with the Design Standards Checklist and shall show all of
the important features planned for the site as detailed below:
1. Name and address of applicant, owner of site, architect, engineer, contractor,
etc.
2. Legal description of site (as required by the Village based upon project
complexity), address of site, type of structure, existing and proposed use of
the site, number of employees, zoning district of the site.
3. Site plan showing the following:
a. existing and proposed structures
b. areas of cut and fill
c. landscaping
d. existing and proposed easements, streets, sidewalks and other public
ways
e. off street parking, loading areas and driveways
f. exterior lighting
g. existing highway access restrictions
h. existing and proposed setbacks:
i. street
ii. side
iii. rear yard.
i. Fences
j. Storm water management facilities
k. Elevations in USGS datum
l. 100-yr flood plain elevation and Ordinary High Water Mark (OHWM)
m. Structures and uses of adjoining properties
4. Exterior signs and all signs visible from the exterior of the building
5. Building elevations and floor plans
6. Exterior façade design and colored architectural renderings
7. Color plan and texture plan, including types of materials
8. All information required by other Village ordinances, Design Standards, Plan
Commission, Zoning Administrator or other departments as required.
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waterfront district

waterfront
relationship
Waterfront Relationship
Intent

To protect the aesthetic from and across Lake Delton, Dell Creek, Lake
Blass, and the Wisconsin River. To provide shoreline protection best
practices.

Examples

Standards

			

1. Adequate shoreline buffers with minimal improvements shall be
provided as a matter of shoreline protection.
2. Native plantings are encouraged for shoreline landscape areas.
3. Architectural building components shall be consistent and
complementary to surrounding properties in both appearance and
scale.
4. Diversity of the shoreline aesthetic shall be maintained and promoted.
Saturation of any single design, color, or theme for greater than 1000’
of contiguous shoreline is prohibited.
5. Outbuildings shall match principal structure in design and color and be
placed away from the shoreline to the maximum extent practicable.
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waterfront district

Intent

lighting
Lighting

To promote effective and attractive exterior lighting that does not
produce glare or light pollution or project across the adjacent water
body.

Examples
Three examples of full
cutoff (post-mounted
& building-mounted)
fixtures that minimize
glare and light pollution.
Picture on the left
demonstrates how to
mitigate light spillage
onto adjacent residential
or park spaces through
the use of shielding.

Prohibited

Prohibited

Images on the right are
examples of prohibited
light fixtures: non-cutoff
(middle) & light directed
to the sky (right).

Standards

Village of Lake Delton

1. Site lighting shall be internally directed and not project across the
waterbody. Low level accent lighting or landscape lighting shall
be permitted along the shoreline at the discretion of the Plan
Commission.
2. Exterior lighting shall be designed to complement the character of the
building
3. Parking lots and pedestrian walkways shall be illuminated uniformly
and to the minimum level necessary to ensure safety.
4. Exterior lighting shall render colors as accurately as possible (i.e. white
light versus green or yellow light)
5. All exterior building and parking lot lights shall be full cutoff. Light
directed towards the sky are prohibited.
6. Abutting parcels shall not receive light spillage in excess of 0.4 footcandles as measured horizontally, 5-feet above the ground level at
the affected property line. No light may project more than 5-feet
horizontally into the adjacent waterbody.
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waterfront district

Parking
parking
Intent

To provide parking lots that are safe for drivers and pedestrians, while
mitigating the visual and environmental impacts.

Examples
The diagram provides an
example of two properties
sharing parking with a single
row of parking on the side
yard and two rows in the rear
yard.
The top two pictures illustrate
the required landscape buffer
between parking and the
public sidewalk.
The lower pictures shows bike
racks that allow proper bike
frame locking (encouraged)
and bike racks that do not
allow for proper frame locking
(discouraged).

Standards

Prohibited
Allowable

Discouraged
Encouraged

1. New off-street parking on the waterfront side of the building is
prohibited, unless authorized by Plan Commission. Side yard parking
shall not be more than forty-two (42) feet wide (necessary space
needed for one row of parking with a drive aisle).
2. Parking stalls and drive aisles shall be separated from the public rightof-way or property lines by a planted landscape buffer. The width of
this buffer shall be ten (10) feet minimum.
3. Parking stalls and drive aisles shall be screened from the viewpoint of
the waterbody by a planted landscape buffer. The width of this buffer
shall be ten (10) feet minimum and consist of plantings of adequate
height to screen the parking lot from the view from the waterbody.
4. Walkways shall be provided to connect the building entrance to the
public sidewalk. Walkways that cross parking areas or a drive aisle
shall be clearly identified, either with different paving materials (such
as brick/ colored concrete) or with painted crosswalk striping.
5. Tree islands shall be provided in all parking lots per Chapter 58 of the
Zoning Code. The Plan Commission reserves the right to increase the
percentage of tree islands required within the Waterfront District.
6. Bike racks, designed to allow a U-shaped lock that secures the frame
to the rack, are required for properties serving bicycle traffic or
seasonal employees. Bike racks shall not be located on the water side
of any property.
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waterfront district

Intent

landscaping
Landscaping

To protect the aesthetic form the adjacent waterbody, highlight and
protect pedestrian routes, guide the safe flow of vehicular traffic,
improve the appearance of the parking area, and reduce the negative
ecological impacts created by parking lots (heat gain, stormwater runoff
volume and contaminants).

Examples
A 3-foot-high buffer
along the public
sidewalk defines and
separates private
parking areas from the
public street realm.
This improves aesthetic
appearance and the
pedestrian experience.
The pictures to the right
illustrates ways to screen
parking areas abutting
the sidewalk.

Standards

Village of Lake Delton

1. Yard areas not used for development or off-street parking shall be
attractively landscaped (trees, shrubs, plants or grass lawns), screening
parking and service areas from adjacent properties so as not to impair
the values of the adjacent properties.
2. Decorative fences, walls, and/or landscaped edges shall be used in
order to screen parking areas from the street, public right of ways, and
adjacent waterbody
3. All shorelines buffer areas shall be attractively landscaped or
maintained in their natural state
4. Indigenous plants with low water and pesticide needs are strongly
encouraged (work with local nurseries in developing the landscaping
plan).
5. Plantings and low fences located between parking areas and public
right-of-way shall not obscure vision between three (3) and eight (8)
feet above ground for pedestrian safety. Trees and bushes that would
naturally obscure this zone at maturity shall not be used.
6. Foundation plantings and foundation landscape features shall be
provided on all sides of a building visible from the street or public right
of ways
7. All landscape areas shall be regularly maintained to maximize their
aesthetic value
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waterfront district

Service Areas areas
service
Intent

To improve the appearance of the Waterfront District.

Examples
Good examples of how
to hide service areas:
by a wooden fence with
landscaping (right) or
by a brick wall with
landscaping (left).

Example of a building
facade screening rooftop
mechanical from ground
view.

Standards

1. Trash containers, recycling containers, street-level mechanical
equipment (gas meters, air conditioners, etc.) and rooftop mechanical
equipment shall be screened so that they are not visible from a public
street, adjacent properties, or the adjacent waterbody.
2. Placement of service boxes shall be located away from the shorelines.
Preferred locations are in the side yard or in the rear yard.
3. Screening shall be compatible with building architecture and other site
features.
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waterfront district: building standards

scale andScale
articulation
and Articulation
Intent

To establish and maintain a consistent street wall that provides visual
interest and human scale.

Examples
The diagram (top left)
illustrates a traditional
storefront, featuring a
base, middle, and top.
The images on the right
demonstrate how a
vertically proportioned
building (lower)
relates to the existing
downtown character
and a horizontally
proportioned building
(upper) does not.
The picture on the
lower left provides an
example of a horizontal
expression line.

Standards

Village of Lake Delton

Prohibited

Desired

1. New buildings shall be between one and two stories tall except where
permitted by conditional use by the Plan Commission (per the Village’s
zoning ordinance requirements).
2. New buildings shall establish vertical proportions for the street facade,
and for the elements within that facade (windows, doors, structural
expressions, etc). Any building with a total width equal to or greater
than its height shall utilize one or more of the following techniques:
expression of structural bays, variations in material, variation in the
building plane, and/or vertically-proportioned windows.
3. New buildings shall utilize a horizontal expression line that projects
at least two (2) inches from the building facade to articulate the
transition between the first floor and upper floors.
4. A detailed elevation of each exposed building facade and any
neighboring buildings shall be submitted with the Design Standards
Checklist.
5. All new buildings and remodeled buildings shall utilize details or
changes in materials to create a discernible base, middle, and top.
6. New buildings shall incorporate horizontal expression lines from
existing building within the same block whenever practical.
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waterfront district: building standards

facades

Facades

Intent

To reinforce the existing character of the Waterfront District and to
provide well designed variety and visual interest.

Examples
The picture on the left
illustrates an existing
building on State Street that
meets the 35% clear glass
requirement.
The images on the right
provide examples of
buildings incorporating
human-scaled elements,
including large windows
which activate the street.

Standards

1. The base of the building shall include elements that relate to the
human scale. These should include doors ,windows, texture,
projections, awnings, ornamentation, etc.
2. All building faces should use design features (e.g. window proportions,
expression of the structural bays, etc.) similar to the primary front
facade.
3. A discernible “base” shall be established. The base shall be at least two
(2) feet in height, but may include the entire first floor.
4. Any secondary facade facing a public street or waterway shall utilize
the same design features as the primary front facade, extending a
minimum of twelve (12) feet from the primary facade. Exceptions may
be granted if terminated at an architectural detail (i.e. expression of
structural bay, variation in building plane, etc.).
5. Existing brick or masonry facades shall not be painted any color that
varies from their initial state.
6. An accurately-measured elevation drawing that illustrates the full
rooflines of the proposed buildings and any neighboring buildings shall
be submitted with the Design Standards Checklist.
7. Projections (awnings and canopies) are prohibited in the Waterfront
District.
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waterfront district: building standards

colors and
materials
Colors
and Materials
Intent

To reinforce the existing character of the Waterfront District, and to
provide for variety and visual interest. Architectural components shall
mimic or complement the architectural features of nearby Waterfront
Developments shall mimic or complement the architectural features of
nearby Governmental Buildings.

Examples
The images within the box
on the left are preferred
building materials (from
top left to bottom right):
kiln-fired brick, stucco,
wood siding, and fiber
cement siding.
The images within the box
on the right are permitted
building materials: vinyl
siding (top) & cultured
stone (bottom).

Standards

Village of Lake Delton

1. Muted, earth tones shall be provided for all developments in the
Waterfront District.
2. Day-glo or fluorescent colors are prohibited.
3. Prohibited building materials include gravel aggregate materials, roughsawn wood siding, polished stone, and panelized products.
4. All exposed sides of the building shall use similar or complementary
materials as used on the front facade.
5. Any secondary facade facing a public street or waterway shall utilize the
same materials as the primary waterfront facade, extending a minimum
of twelve (12) feet from the primary facade. Exceptions maybe granted
if terminated at an architectural detail (i.e. expression of structural bay,
variation in building plane, etc.).
6. A picture and a sample of each exterior material and a facade
illustration that indicates colors and materials shall be submitted with
the Design Checklist.
7. Bright colors are prohibited for the primary facade color, but may be
acceptable as a secondary color to highlight expression lines or details.
8. Permitted exterior finish materials include high-quality cultured stone
or brick veneer, kiln fired brick, natural stone, fiber cement siding and
high quality vinyl, wood (not rough sawn), or composite siding.
9. EIFS (Exterior Insulation and Finish System) is discouraged as a principle
facade material but is acceptable in conjunction with other architectural
treatments.
10. Outbuildings shall match principal structure in design and color.
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waterfront district

Examples of Acceptable Architectural
Standards
acceptable
architec-
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waterfront district

acceptable architec-

Examples of Acceptable Architectural Standards

Village of Lake Delton

design standards							

		

27

District
parkwayParkway
district
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parkway district

District-Specific
Findings

parkway
district
Parkway
District
The Parkway District is a high profile corridor and tourism destination
linking two major tourism centers, namely the Village of Lake Delton
and the City of Wisconsin Dells. The District has traditionally supported
and cultivated an environment strongly favoring economic, business
and aesthetic variety, with the goal of creating a diverse tourism
experience.
The Village Board finds as a matter of public policy that the economic
and aesthetic variety of this District is essential to the prosperity and
general welfare of both existing and future businesses located within
the District.
The Village Board further finds that such standards will allow the Village
to maintain, develop, and promote a first class tourism destination that
will serve to attract quality business development and redevelopment
and provide employment growth and economic development within
the Village. The Village Board further finds that such standards will
encourage creativity and promote community aesthetics that provide a
variety and uniqueness throughout the District.
The Village board further finds that the preservation and promotion
of uniqueness and variety will maintain the multi-faceted tourism
experience that visitors desire and have come to expect from the
District.

Village of Lake Delton
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parkway district

site plan

Site Plan

Intent

To ensure adequate design and review of site-related characteristics.

Examples

This plan shows
pedestrian pathways,
vehicular parking/
circulation, and
landscaping.

Standards

A site plan shall be submitted with the Design Standards Checklist and shall show all of
the important features planned for the site as detailed below:
1. Name and address of applicant, owner of site, architect, engineer, contractor,
etc.
2. Legal description of site (as required by the Village based upon project
complexity), address of site, type of structure, existing and proposed use of
the site, number of employees, zoning district of the site.
3. Site plan showing the following:
a. existing and proposed structures
b. areas of cut and fill
c. landscaping
d. existing and proposed easements, streets, sidewalks and other public
ways
e. off street parking, loading areas and driveways
f. exterior lighting
g. existing highway access restrictions
h. existing and proposed setbacks:
i. street
ii. side
iii. rear yard.
i. Fences
j. Storm water management facilities
k. Elevations in USGS datum
l. Structures and uses within 100 feet of property line
4. Exterior signs and all signs visible from the exterior of the building
5. Building elevations and floor plans
6. Exterior façade design and colored architectural renderings
7. Color plan and texture plan, including types of materials
8. All information required by other village ordinances, Design Standards, Plan
Commission, Zoning Administrator or other departments as required.
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parkway district

street relationship
Street Relationship
Intent

To encourage streetscape enhancements that blend the public and
private realms, enhancing the pedestrian experience and creating an
aesthetically pleasing “gateway” corridor.

Examples
The image of the left
is an example of new
construction that has a
portion of the building
set back from the street
right-of-way, allowing
extra room for a larger
pedestrian zone.
The image on the
right is an example of
building on a corner
with a public entrance
off of State St.

Standards

			

Village of Lake Delton

1. Street frontage and setback areas shall have features that enliven the
street – benches, tables, seating walls, landscaping, raised planters,
flower beds.
2. A minimum of one functional building entrance shall be provided
along the building façade facing the street. Building that face multiple
streets shall provide an entrance facing the more prominent of the two
streets.

design standards							

		

31

parkway district

lighting

Lighting

Intent

To promote effective and attractive exterior lighting that does not
produce glare or light pollution.

Examples
Three examples of full
cutoff (post-mounted
& building-mounted)
fixtures that minimize
glare and light pollution.
Picture on the left
demonstrates how to
mitigate light spillage
onto adjacent residential
or park spaces through
the use of shielding.

Prohibited

Prohibited

Images on the right are
examples of prohibited
light fixtures: non-cutoff
(middle) & light directed
to the sky (right).

Standards

1. Exterior lighting shall be designed to complement the character of the
building.
2. Parking lots and pedestrian walkways shall be illuminated uniformly
and to the minimum level necessary to ensure safety.
3. Exterior lighting shall render colors as accurately as possible (i.e. white
light versus green or yellow light).
4. All exterior building and parking lot lights shall be full cutoff. Light
directed towards the sky are prohibited.
5. Abutting parcels shall not receive light spillage in excess of 0.4 footcandles as measured horizontally, 5-feet above the ground level at the
affected property line.
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parkway district

Intent

Parking
parking

To provide parking lots that are safe for drivers and pedestrians, while
mitigating the visual and environmental impacts.

Examples
The diagram provides an
example of two properties
sharing parking with a single
row of parking on the side
yard and two rows in the rear
yard.
The top two pictures illustrate
the required landscape buffer
between parking and the
public sidewalk.
The lower pictures shows bike
racks that allow proper bike
frame locking (encouraged)
and bike racks that do not
allow for proper frame locking
(discouraged).

Standards

Village of Lake Delton

Prohibited
Allowable

Discouraged
Encouraged

1. New off-street parking in front (street side) of the building is
discouraged, unless authorized by Plan Commission.
2. Parking stalls and drive aisles shall be separated from the public rightof-way or property lines by a planted landscape buffer. The width of
this buffer shall be ten (10) feet minimum.
3. Walkways shall be provided to connect the building entrance to the
public sidewalk. Walkways that cross parking areas or a drive aisle
shall be clearly identified, either with different paving materials (such
as brick/ colored concrete) or with painted crosswalk striping.
4. Tree islands shall be provided in all parking lots per Chapter 58 of the
Zoning Code. The Plan Commission reserves the right to increase
the percentage of tree islands required within the Parkway Overlay
District.
5. Bike racks, designed to allow a U-shaped lock that secures the frame
to the rack, are required for properties serving bicycle traffic or
seasonal employees. Bike racks shall not be located on the front
(street) side of any property.
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parkway district

landscaping

Landscaping
Intent

To create an aesthetically pleasing “gateway” corridor, highlight and
protect pedestrian routes, guide the safe flow of vehicular traffic,
improve the appearance of the parking areas, and reduce the negative
ecological impacts created by parking lots (heat gain, stormwater runoff
volume and contaminants).

Examples
A 3-foot-high buffer
along the public
sidewalk defines and
separates private
parking areas from the
public street realm.
This improves aesthetic
appearance and the
pedestrian experience.
The pictures to the right
illustrates ways to screen
parking areas abutting
the sidewalk.

Standards

1. All properties shall provide landscape features along a minimum of
50% of the street side frontage. Minimum width of landscape beds
shall be 5 feet.
2. Yard areas not used for off-street parking shall be attractively
landscaped (trees, shrubs, plants or grass lawns), screening parking
and service areas from adjacent properties so as not to impair the
values of the adjacent properties.
3. Decorative fences, walls, and/or landscaped edges shall be used in
order to screen parking areas from the street and public right-of-ways
4. Indigenous plants with low water and pesticide needs are strongly
encouraged (work with local nurseries in developing the landscaping
plan).
5. Plantings and low fences located between parking areas and public
right-of-way shall not obscure vision between three (3) and eight (8)
feet above ground for pedestrian safety. Trees and bushes that would
naturally obscure this zone at maturity shall not be used.
6. Foundation plantings and foundation landscape features shall be
provided on all sides of a building visible from the street or public
right-of-ways
7. All landscape areas shall be regularly maintained to maximize their
aesthetic value
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parkway district

Intent

Areas
serviceService
areas

To improve the appearance of the Parkway District and associated
“gateway” corridors.

Examples
Good examples of how
to hide service areas:
by a wooden fence with
landscaping (right) or
by a brick wall with
landscaping (left).

Example of a building
facade screening rooftop
mechanical from ground
view.

Standards

Village of Lake Delton

1. Trash Containers, recycling containers, street-level mechanical
equipment (gas meters, air conditioners, etc.) and rooftop mechanical
equipment shall be screened so that they are not visible from a public
street, or adjacent properties.
2. Placement of service boxes shall be located away from pedestrian
zones and street side areas. Preferred locations are in the side yard or
in the rear yard.
3. Screening shall be compatible with building architecture and other site
features.
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parkway district: building standards

scale
articulation
Scale and and
Articulation
Intent

To provide diversity and uniqueness along “gateway” corridors and
providing visual interest and limiting the saturation of single or
repeated architectural themes.

Examples
The diagram (top left)
illustrates a traditional
storefront, featuring a
base, middle, and top.
The images on the right
demonstrate how a
vertically proportioned
building (lower)
relates to the existing
downtown character
and a horizontally
proportioned building
(upper) does not.
The picture on the
lower left provides an
example of a horizontal
expression line.

Standards

Prohibited

Desired

1. Diversity of architectural components and scale shall be provided.
2. Diversity and uniqueness is encouraged, but not to the detriment of
adjacent properties.
3. “Themed” buildings shall be considered provided they do not create
a distraction to the travelling public or negatively impact adjacent
properties.
4. No theme, architectural style, or color combination may be repeated
within 1000 feet on either side of the roadway as measured along the
roadway centerline.
5. New buildings shall establish vertical proportions for the street facade,
and for the elements within that facade (windows, doors, structural
expressions, etc). Any building with a total width equal to or greater
than its height shall utilize one or more of the following techniques:
expression of structural bays, variations in material, variation in the
building plane, and/or vertically-proportioned windows.
6. New buildings shall utilize a horizontal expression line that projects
at least two (2) inches from the building facade to articulate the
transition between the first floor and upper floors.
7. A detailed elevation of each exposed building facade and any
neighboring buildings shall be submitted with the Design Standards
Checklist.
8. All new buildings and remodeled buildings shall utilize details or
changes in materials to create a discernible base, middle, and top.
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parkway district: building standards

Intent

facades
Facades
To provide diversity and uniqueness along “gateway” corridors and
providing visual interest and limiting the saturation of single or
repeated architectural or color schemes.

Examples
The picture on the left
illustrates an existing
building on State Street that
meets the 35% clear glass
requirement.
The images on the right
provide examples of
buildings incorporating
human-scaled elements,
including large windows
which activate the street.

Standards

Village of Lake Delton

1. Resorts and attractions may develop branding via consistent signage
but shall provide varying architectural and color schemes for facades
on each individual parcel.
2. No theme, architectural style, or color combination may be repeated
within 1000-feet on either side of the roadway as measured along the
roadway centerline.
3. The base of the building shall include elements that relate to the
human scale. These should include doors ,windows, texture,
projections, awnings, ornamentation, etc.
4. All building faces should use design features (i.e. window proportions,
expression of the structural bays, etc.) similar to the primary front
facade.
5. A discernible “base” shall be established. The base shall be at least two
(2) feet in height, but may include the entire first floor.
6. Any secondary facade facing a public street (corner buildings) shall
utilize the same design features as the primary front facade, extending
a minimum of twelve (12) feet from the primary facade. Exceptions
may be granted if terminated at an architectural detail (i.e. expression
of structural bay, variation in building plane, etc.).
7. Steel-framed buildings shall have a minimum of 25% of their exterior
facades constructed or skirted in stone, brick, or other similar material.
8. Existing brick or masonry facades shall not be painted any color that
varies from their initial state.
9. An accurately-measured elevation drawing that illustrates the full
rooflines of the proposed buildings and any neighboring buildings shall
be submitted with the Design Standards Checklist.
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parkway district: building standards

projections
Projections
Intent

To reinforce the existing character.

Examples
Building projections
provide shelter and
architectural character.
Mounting awnings below
the horizontal expression
line with lighting from
above provides for a more
attractive building facade
(images on the left).
Additionally, lighting from
above cuts down on sky
glow (light pollution).

Acceptable

Standards

1. Projections shall only be permitted on the street side of buildings
2. Fabric or soft vinyl awnings are preferred.
3. Awning colors should relate to and complement the primary colors of
the building facade.
4. Canopies (flat projections from the building facade) are acceptable.
5. No awning or canopy may project into the setback area and shall
not be constructed on posts. All awnings and canopies shall be
cantilevered from the building.
6. Awnings/canopies that project into the public right of way may be
permitted at the discretion of the plan commission via conditional use
for those areas within the Downtown District that currently have a
“zero-setback.”
7. Upper floor projections are prohibited.
8. Awnings shall be a maximum of (4) feet in depth and the underside of
the projection shall be at least eight (8) feet above the sidewalk.
9. Awnings using wood or shingle components are prohibited.
10. Awnings may be lit from above, and/or may feature lighting beneath to
illuminate the sidewalk; however, glowing awnings (backlit, light shows
through the material) are prohibited.
11. Awnings shall be mounted below the horizontal expression line that
defines the ground floor.
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colors and
materials
Colors
and Materials
Intent

To provide diversity and uniqueness along “gateway” corridors and
providing visual interest and limiting the saturation of single or
repeated architectural or color schemes

Examples
The images within the box
on the left are preferred
building materials (from
top left to bottom right):
kiln-fired brick, stucco,
terra cotta, wood siding,
and fiber cement siding.
The images within the box
on the right are permitted
building materials: vinyl
siding (top) & cultured
stone (bottom).

Standards

Village of Lake Delton

1. Diversity and uniqueness is encouraged, but not to the detriment of
adjacent properties.
2. No theme, architectural style, or color combination may be repeated within
1000 feet on either side of the roadway as measured along the roadway
centerline.
3. Adjacent properties shall be different in exterior color palette
4. All buildings facades shall consist of a minimum of two exterior colors with
a minimum 3:1 ratio.
5. Day-glo or fluorescent colors are prohibited.
6. Bright colors are prohibited for the primary facade color, but may be
acceptable as a secondary color to highlight expression lines or details.
7. Prohibited building materials include gravel aggregate materials, roughsawn wood siding, polished stone, and panelized products.
8. All exposed sides of the building shall use similar or complementary
materials as used on the front facade.
9. Any secondary facade facing a public street (corner building) shall utilize
the same materials as the primary front facade, extending a minimum
of twelve (12) feet from the primary facade. Exceptions maybe granted
if terminated at an architectural detail (i.e. expression of structural bay,
variation in building plane, etc.).
10. A picture and a sample of each exterior material and a facade illustration
that indicates colors and materials shall be submitted with the Design
Checklist.
11. Permitted exterior finish materials include high-quality cultured stone or
brick veneer, kiln-fired brick, natural stone, fiber cement siding and/or highquality vinyl, wood (not rough sawn) or composite siding. Brick or stone
treatments are the preferred exterior finishes.
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parkway district

Examples of Acceptable Architectural
Standards
acceptable
architec-
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parkway district

acceptable architec-

Examples of Acceptable Architectural Standards

Village of Lake Delton
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parkway district

Examples of Acceptable Architectural
Standards
acceptable
architec-
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checklist: downtown overlay district

Instructions

Checklist
checklist

This checklist must accompany the submission of any application for
a building permit in the Downtown Design Standards Overlay District
(interior alterations excluded). If a section does not address the
modification or addition of the building permit, then fill in the “does
not apply” box NA and leave the remainder of that section empty.
Sections that address the building permit must be completed in full
with checks on the elements completed and cross outs
on those
standards that do not apply.
A

Site Plan
Standards
Comments (office use only):

V
pp

lic

ill

ag

e

an

t

St

af

f

PC

1. Name and address of applicant, owner of site,
architect, engineer and contractor (if any)
2. Legal description of site, address of site, type
of structure, existing and proposed use of the
site, number of employees, zoning district of
the site
3. Site Plan submitted, including (as applicable):
□□
□□
□□
□□
□□
□□
□□
□□
□□
□□
□□
□□

Structures
Areas of cut and fill
Landscaping
Easements, streets, sidewalks and other public ways
Off street parking, loading areas and driveways
Exterior lighting
Highway access restrictions
Setbacks (e.g. street, side, rear yard)
Fences
Storm water management facilities
Elevations in USGS datum
Structures and uses within 100 feet of property line

4. Exterior signs and all signs visible from the
exterior of the building
5. Building elevations and floor plans
6. Exterior facade design and colored
architectural renderings
7. Color plan and texture plan, including types of
materials
8. All information required by other Village
ordinances, Design Standards, Plan
Commission, Zoning Administrator or other
departments (as required)

Village of Lake Delton
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checklist: downtown overlay district

checklist

Checklist

A

Street Relationship
Standards

Comments (office use only):

V
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f

PC

1. Street frontage and setback areas have
features that enliven the street (e.g. benches,

tables, seating walls, landscaping, raised planters, flower
beds)

2. Primary structures build to the front of the
setback line unless the setback provides for a
larger pedestrian zone
3. A functional building entrance is provided on
the facade facing the (most prominent) street

Lighting
Standards

Comments (office use only):

1. Exterior light fixture cut sheet submitted (where
fixture used matches the character and compliments the
building)

2. Parking lots and pedestrian walkways are
uniformly and safely illuminated
3. Exterior lighting accurately renders colors
4. Exterior lights are full cut-off and not directed
toward the sky
5. Light spillage does not exceed 0.4 foot-candles
at adjacent property line

Parking
Standards

Comments (office use only):

1a. No new off-street parking in front of the building
1b. Side yard parking does not exceed 42 feet wide
2. Parking stalls & drive aisles separated from the
public ROW or property line(s) by a planted
landscape buffer (at least 10 feet in width)
3a. The building entrance has a walkway connecting to
the public sidewalk
3b. Walkways crossing parking areas and a drive aisle
are clearly marked (different material or with painted
crosswalk)

4. Tree islands per Chapter 58 of the Zoning Code
5. Bike racks allow for a U-shaped lock and are not
located on the front (street) side of any property (if
applicable)
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checklist: downtown overlay district

Checklist
checklist
A

Landscaping
Standards

Comments (office use only):

Service Area
Standards

Comments (office use only):

Village of Lake Delton
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1. Yard areas not used for off-street parking are
attractively landscaped to screen parking and
services areas from adjacent properties
2. Decorate fences, walls and/or landscaped
edges screen parking areas from the street and
public right-of-ways
3. Indigenous plants with low water and pesticide
needs are used (if possible)
4. Plantings and low fences between parking
areas and public right-of-way does not obscure
vision between three (3) and eight (8) feet
above the ground
5. Foundation plants and foundation landscape
features are provided on all sides of a building
visible from the street or public right-of-ways.
6. Commitment to regularly maintain all
landscape areas to maximize aesthetic value

1. Trash/recycling containers and roof/streetlevel mechanical equipment are located or
screened so that they are not visible from
public street and adjacent properties
2. Service boxes are located away from
pedestrian zones
3. Screening is compatible with building
architecture and other site features
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checklist: downtown overlay district

checklist

Checklist

A

Scale &
Articulation
Standards
Comments (office use only):

V
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t

e

St
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f

PC

1. The building is between one and two stories tall
2a. New building establishes vertical proportions for
the street facade & elements within the facade
2b. Building with a total width (= or>) to its height
utilizes at least ONE of the following techniques:
□□
□□
□□
□□

Expression of structural bays
Variations in material
Variation in the building plane
Vertically-proportioned windows

3. New buildings utilize horizontal expression line
that projects at least two (2) inches from the
building facade
4. Submitted detailed elevation of each exposed
building facade and its neighboring buildings
5. New buildings utilize details or changes in
materials to create a discernible base, middle and
top
6. New buildings incorporate horizontal expression
lines from existing building within the same block
(whenever practical)
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checklist: downtown overlay district

Checklist
checklist
A

Facades
Standards

Comments (office use only):

Village of Lake Delton

V
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f
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1. Base of the building includes elements that
relate to human scale (doors, windows,
texture, projects, awnings, ornamentation)
2. Downtown buildings provide significant
visibility through the ground floor facade
to activate the street to displays within the
building
3. No reflective or dark-tinted glass
4. Building face uses design features similar to
the primary front facade
5. A “discernible” base of at least two (2) feet in
height (can include the entire first floor)
6. At least 35% of ground floor facade is clear
glass, including interior dividers for product
display
7. Secondary facade facing any public street
utilize the same design features as the primary
front facade (minimum of 12 feet from primary
facade)
8. A transparent glass percentage diagram of
each street-facing facade is submitted
9. The building has a pitched roof with a gable
facing the street or a flat roof with a defined
cornice
10. Pitched roofs have a slope no less than 5:12
11. Existing brick or masonry facades are not
painted any color that varies from their initial
state
12. An accurately-measured elevation drawing
that illustrates the full rooflines of the
proposed building(s) & any neighboring
buildings is submitted with the Design
Standards Checklist
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checklist: downtown overlay district

checklist

Checklist

Projections
Standards
Comments (office use only):

Colors & Materials
Standards
Comments (office use only):

A

V
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t

e
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f

PC

1. Projections only permitted on the street side
of buildings
2. Fabric or soft vinyl awnings preferred
3. Awning colors relate and complement the
primary colors of the building facade
4. Flat projection canopies permitted
5. Canopies/awnings that project into the public
right-of-way permitted via conditional use
6. No upper floor projections
7. Awnings are a maximum of four (4) feet deep
and at least eight (8) feet above the sidewalk
8. No awnings with wood or shingle components
9. No glowing awnings
10. Awnings are mounted below the horizontal
expression line that defines the ground floor

1.
2.
3a.
3b.
3c.
3d.
4.

No day-glo or fluorescent colors
No vinyl siding on the primary front facade
No gravel aggregate materials
No rough-sawn wood siding
No polished stone
No panelized products
All exposed sides of the building use similar or
complementary materials as used on the front
5. Any secondary facade facing a public street is
utilizing the same materials as the primary facade,
extending at least 12 feet from the primary facade
6. A picture & sample of each exterior material and a
facade illustration that indicates colors & materials
are submitted
7. Muted tones for the primary facade color
(preferred)

8. No bright colors for the primary facade (acceptable
as a secondary color to highlight expression lines or details)

9. Exterior finish materials including kiln-fired brick,
stucco, terra cotta, wood siding (not roughly sawn)
and details and fiber cement siding (preferred)
10. Brick and stone exterior finishes used (preferred)
11. EIFS is not used is as a principle facade material
Use of standing seam metal roofing material
(preferred)
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Checklist
checklist
A

Site Plan
Standards

Comments (office use only):

V
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t

St
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f

PC

1. Name and address of applicant, owner of site,
architect, engineer and contractor (if any)
2. Legal description of site, address of site, type
of structure, existing and proposed use of the
site, number of employees, zoning district of
the site
3. Site Plan submitted, including (as applicable):
□□
□□
□□
□□
□□
□□
□□
□□
□□
□□
□□
□□
□□

Existing and proposed structures
Areas of cut and fill
Landscaping
Existing and proposed easements, streets, sidewalks
and other public ways
Off street parking, loading areas and driveways
Exterior lighting
Existing highway access restrictions
Existing and proposed setbacks (e.g. street, side, rear
yard)
Fences
Storm water management facilities
Elevations in USGS datum
100-yr flood plain elevation and Ordinary High Water
Mark (OHWM)
Structures and uses of adjoining properties

4. Exterior signs and all signs visible from the
exterior of the building
5. Building elevations and floor plans
6. Exterior facade design and colored
architectural renderings
7. All information required by other Village
ordinances, Design Standards, Plan
Commission, Zoning Administrator or other
departments (as required)

Village of Lake Delton
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checklist: waterfront district

checklist

Checklist

A

Waterfront
Relationship
Standards
Comments (office use only):

Lighting
Standards

Comments (office use only):
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1. Adequate shoreline buffers with minimal
improvements provided
2. Native plantings for shoreline landscape areas
3. Architectural building components consistent
and complementary to surrounding properties
in appearance and scale
4. No saturation of any single design, color or
theme for more than 1000 contiguous shoreline
feet
5. Outbuildings match principal structure in design
and color and are place away from the shoreline
to the MEP

1. Site lighting internally directed and not
projected across the waterbody
2. Exterior lighting designed to complement the
character of the building; light fixture(s) cut
sheet attached
3. Parking lots and pedestrian walkways
illuminated uniformly to ensure safety
4. Exterior light renders color accurately
5. Exterior building and parking lot lights have full
cutoff and are not directed toward the sky
6. Light spillage does not exceed 0.4 foot-candles
at adjacent property line
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Checklist
checklist
A

Parking
Standards

Comments (office use only):

V
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f
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1a. No new off-street parking in waterfront side of the
building
1b. Side yard parking does not exceed 42 feet wide
2. Parking stalls & drive aisles separated from the
public ROW or property line(s) by a planted
landscape buffer (at least 10 feet in width)
3. Parking stalls & drive aisles screened from the
viewpoint of the waterbody by a planted landscape
barrier (at least 10 feet in width)
4a. The building entrance has a walkway connecting to
the public sidewalk
4b. Walkways crossing parking areas and a drive aisle
are clearly marked (different material or with painted
crosswalk)

5. Tree islands per Chapter 58 of the Zoning Code
6. Bike racks allow for a U-shaped lock and are
not located on the water side of the property (if
applicable)

Landscaping
Standards

Comments (office use only):

Village of Lake Delton

1. Yard areas not used for off-street parking
and non-developed areas are attractively
landscaped to screen parking and services
areas from adjacent properties
2. Decorative fences, walls and/or landscaped
edges screen parking areas from the street,
public right-of-ways and adjacent waterbody
3. All shoreline buffer areas are attractively
landscaped or maintained in their natural state
4. Indigenous plants with low water and pesticide
needs are used when possible
5. Plantings and low fences between parking
areas and public right-of-way do not obscure
vision between three (3) and eight (8) feet
above the ground
6. Foundation plants and foundation landscape
features are provided on all sides of a building
visible from the street or public right-of-ways
7. Commitment to regularly maintain all
landscape areas to maximize aesthetic value
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checklist: waterfront district

checklist

Checklist

A

Service Area
Standards

Comments (office use only):

Scale &
Articulation
Standards
Comments (office use only):

V
pp
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ill

ag

an

t

e
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f

PC

1. Trash/recycling containers and roof/streetlevel mechanical equipment are located or
screened so that they are not visible from
public street, adjacent properties or adjacent
waterbody
2. Service boxes are located away from the
shoreline
3. Screening is compatible with building
architecture and other site features

1. The building is between one and two stories tall
2a. New building establishes vertical proportions for
the street facade & elements within the facade
2b. Building with a total width (= or>) to its height
utilizes at least ONE of the following techniques:
□□
□□
□□
□□

Expression of structural bays
Variations in material
Variation in the building plane
Vertically-proportioned windows

3. New buildings utilize horizontal expression line
that projects at least two (2) inches from the
building facade
4. Submitted detailed elevation of each exposed
building facade and its neighboring buildings
5. New buildings utilize details or changes in
materials to create a discernible base, middle and
top
6. New buildings incorporate horizontal expression
lines from existing building within the same block
(whenever practical)
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checklist: waterfront district

Checklist
checklist
A

Facades
Standards

Comments (office use only):

Village of Lake Delton
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1. Base of the building includes elements that
relate to human scale (doors, windows,
texture, projects, awnings, ornamentation)
2. All building faces should use design features
(e.g. window proportions, expression of the
structural bays, etc.) similar to the primary
front facade
3. A “discernible” base of at least two (2) feet in
height and may include the entire first floor
4. Secondary facade facing any public street
utilize the same design features as the primary
front facade (minimum of 12 feet from primary
facade)
5. No painting existing brick/masonry facades any
color that varies from their initial state
6. An accurately-measured elevation drawing
that illustrates the full rooflines of the
proposed building and any neighboring
buildings shall be submitted with the Design
Standards Checklist
7. No projections (awnings and canopies) are
proposed
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checklist: waterfront district

checklist

Checklist

Colors & Materials
Standards
Comments (office use only):

A

V
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e
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f

PC

1.
2.
3a.
3b.
3c.
3d.
4.

Use of provided muted earth tone colors
No day-glo or fluorescent colors
No gravel aggregate materials
No rough-sawn wood siding
No polished stone
No panelized products
All exposed sides of the building use similar or
complementary materials as used on the front
5. Any secondary facade facing a public street or
waterway is utilizing the same materials as the
primary facade, extending at least 12 feet from the
primary facade
6. A picture & sample of each exterior material and a
facade illustration that indicates colors & materials
are submitted
7. No bright colors for the primary facade (acceptable
as a secondary color to highlight expression lines or details)

8. Exterior finish materials include high-quality cultured
stone or brick veneer, kiln-fired brick, natural stone,
fiber cement siding and/or high-quality vinyl, wood
(not roughly sawn) or composite siding
9. EIFS is not used is as a principle facade material
10. Outbuildings match principal structure in design
and color
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Checklist
checklist
A

Site Plan
Standards

Comments (office use only):

V
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t
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f

PC

1. Name and address of applicant, owner of site,
architect, engineer and contractor (if any)
2. Legal description of site, address of site, type
of structure, existing and proposed use of the
site, number of employees, zoning district of
the site
3. Site Plan submitted, including (as applicable):
□□
□□
□□
□□
□□
□□
□□
□□
□□
□□
□□
□□

Structures (existing and proposed)
Areas of cut and fill
Landscaping
Easements, streets, sidewalks and other public ways
Off street parking, loading areas and driveways
Exterior lighting
Highway access restrictions
Setbacks (e.g. street, side, rear yard)
Fences
Storm water management facilities
Elevations in USGS datum
Structures and uses within 100 feet of property line

4. Exterior signs and all signs visible from the
exterior of the building
5. Building elevations and floor plans
6. Exterior facade design and colored
architectural renderings
7. Color plan and texture plan, including types of
materials
8. All information required by other Village
ordinances, Design Standards, Plan
Commission, Zoning Administrator or other
departments (as required)

Village of Lake Delton
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checklist: parkway district

checklist

Checklist

A

Street Relationship
Standards

Comments (office use only):
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e
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f

PC

1. Street frontage and setback areas have
features that enliven the street (e.g. benches,

tables, seating walls, landscaping, raised planters, flower
beds)

2. A functional building entrance is provided on
the facade facing the (most prominent) street

Lighting
Standards

Comments (office use only):

Parking
Standards

Comments (office use only):

1. Exterior light fixture cut sheet submitted
featuring lighting that complements the
character of the building
2. Parking lots and pedestrian walkways are
uniformly and safely illuminated
3. Exterior lighting accurately renders colors
4. Exterior lights are full cut-off and not directed
toward the sky
5. Light spillage does not exceed 0.4 foot-candles
at adjacent property line

1a. No new off-street parking in front of the building
2. Parking stalls & drive aisles separated from public
ROW or property line(s) by a planted landscape
buffer (at least 10 feet in width)
3a. The building entrance has a walkway connecting to
the public sidewalk
3b. Walkways crossing parking areas and a drive aisle
are clearly marked (different material or with painted
crosswalk)

4. Tree islands per Chapter 58 of the Zoning Code
5. Bike racks that allow for a U-shaped lock (if
applicable)
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Checklist
checklist
A

Landscaping
Standards

Comments (office use only):

Service Area
Standards

Comments (office use only):

Village of Lake Delton
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1. Property provides landscape features along
a minimum of 50% of the streetside frontage
where landscape beds are a minimum of five
(5) feet wide
2. Yard areas not used for off-street parking are
attractively landscaped to screen parking and
service areas from adjacent properties
3. Screen parking areas from street and public
right-of-ways using decorative fences, walls
and/or landscaped edges
4. Indigenous plants with low water and pesticide
needs used when possible
5. Plantings and low fences between parking
areas and public right-of-way do not obscure
vision between three (3) and eight (8) feet
above the ground
6. Foundation plants and foundation landscape
features are provided on all sides of a building
visible from the street or public right-of-ways
7. Commitment to regularly maintain all
landscape areas to maximize aesthetic value

1. Trash/recycling containers and roof/streetlevel mechanical equipment are located or
screened so that they are not visible from
public street or adjacent properties
2. Service boxes are located away from
pedestrian zones or street side areas
3. Screening is compatible with building
architecture and other site features
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checklist

Checklist

A

Scale &
Articulation
Standards
Comments (office use only):
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1. Diversity of architectural components and scale
provided
2. Diversity and uniqueness is not to the detriment of
adjacent properties
3. “Themed” building does not create a distraction to
the traveling public or negatively impact adjacent
properties (if applicable)
4. No repeated theme, architectural style or color
combination repeated within 1,000 feet on either
side of the roadway centerline
5a. New building establishes vertical proportions for
the street facade & elements within the facade
5b. Building with a total width (= or>) to its height
utilizes at least ONE of the following techniques:
□□
□□
□□
□□

Expression
Variations in material
Variation in the building plane
Vertically-proportioned windows

6. New buildings utilize horizontal expression line
that projects at least two (2) inches from the
building facade
7. Submitted detailed elevation of each exposed
building facade and its neighboring buildings with
Design Standards Checklist
8. New buildings and remodeled buildings utilize
details or changes in materials to create a
discernible base, middle and top
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Checklist
checklist
A

Facades
Standards

Comments (office use only):

Village of Lake Delton
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1. Resorts and attractions provide varying
architectural color schemes for facades on
each individual parcel
2. No theme, architectural style or color
combination is repeated within 1,000 feet on
either side of the roadway
3. The base of the building includes elements
that relate to the human scale
4. All building faces use design features similar to
the primary front facade
5. A discernible “base” is established that is at
least two (2) feet in height
6. Secondary facade facing any public street
utilize the same design features as the primary
front facade (minimum of 12 feet from primary
facade)
7. Steel-framed buildings have a minimum of
25% of their exterior facades constructed or
skirted in stone, brick or other similar material
8. Existing brick of masonry facades are not
painted any color that varies from their initial
state
9. An accurately-measured elevation drawing
illustrates the full rooflines of the proposed
buildings and any neighboring buildings is
submitted with the Design Standards Checklist
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checklist

Checklist

Projections
Standards
Comments (office use only):
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1. Projections only permitted on the street side of
buildings
2. Fabric or soft vinyl awnings used
3. Awning colors relate and complement the
primary colors of the building facade
4. Canopies permitted
5a. Awnings and canopies do not project into the
setback area
5b. Awnings and canopies are not constructed on
posts
5c. Awnings and canopies are cantilevered from the
building
6. Awnings/canopies project into public right-ofway (and if so, Plan Commission must approve
7. as a CUP)
8. No upper floor projections
Awnings are a maximum of four (4) feet deep
9. and at least eight (8) feet above the sidewalk
10. No awnings with wood or shingle components
11. No glowing awnings
Awnings are mounted below the horizontal
expression line that defines the ground floor
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checklist: parkway district

Checklist
checklist
A

Colors & Materials
Standards
Comments (office use only):

V

pp

lic

ill

ag

an

t

e

St

af

f

PC

1. Diversity and uniqueness, but not to the detriment
of adjacent properties
2. No theme, architectural style, or color combination
is repeated within 1000 feet on either side of the
roadway centerline
3. Adjacent properties different in exterior color
palette
4. All building facades consist of a minimum of two
(2) exterior colors with a minimum 3:1 ratio
5. No day-glo or fluorescent colors
6. No bright colors for the primary facade (acceptable
as a secondary color to highlight expression lines or details)

7a.
7b.
7c.
7d.
8.

No gravel aggregate materials
No rough-sawn wood siding
No polished stone
No panelized products
All exposed sides of the building use similar or
complementary materials as used on the front
9. Any secondary facade facing a public street is
utilizing the same materials as the primary facade,
extending at least 12 feet from the primary facade
10. A picture & sample of each exterior material and a
facade illustration that indicates colors & materials
are submitted with the Design Checklist
11. Exterior finish materials include high-quality cultured
stone or brick veneer, kiln-fired brick, natural stone,
fiber cement siding and/or high-quality vinyl, wood
(not rough sawn) or composite siding

Village of Lake Delton
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APPENDIX B
SITE AND ARCHITECTURAL REVIEW CHECKLIST
Project:
Review type: Zoning Administrator, staff level, Plan Commission
Date:
By:
ARCHITECTURAL REVIEW SUBMITTAL
1. Submit application to Zoning Administrator for initial review and comment.
2. Submit revised application based on initial review for staff level review.
3. Submit revised application based on staff review for Plan Commission review.
4. Each application package includes the following:
a. Name and address of applicant, owner of site, architect, engineer, contractor, etc.
b. Legal description of site, address of site, type of structure, existing and proposed
use of the site, number of employees, and Zoning District of the site.
c. Site plan showing the following:
i. Existing and proposed structures;
ii. Areas of cut and fill;
iii. Landscaping;
iv. Existing and proposed easements, streets, sidewalks and other public ways;
v. Off street parking, loading areas and driveways;
vi. Exterior lighting;
vii. Existing highway access restrictions;
viii. Existing and proposed setbacks:
1. street,
2. side, and
3. rear yard.
ix. Fences;
x. Storm water management facilities;
xi. Elevations in USGS datum; and
xii. Structures and uses within one hundred (100) feet of property line.
d. Exterior signs and all signs visible from the exterior of the building.
e. Exterior façade design and colored architectural renderings.
f. Color plan and texture plan, including types of materials.
g. All information required by other Village ordinances, Plan Commission, Zoning
Administrator or other departments as required.

SITE PLAN REVIEW PRINCIPLES AND STANDARDS
1. Use is in accordance with underlying zoning.
2. Location:
a. Flood plain;
b. Drainage way;
c. Erosive area; and
d. Adverse soils.
3. Traffic generation and circulation:
a. Does not adversely affect existing traffic or pedestrian flow.
b. Does not create an unsafe condition.
4. Access conforms to Village ordinances:
a. Does not create an unsafe condition:
i. Driveway location provides good sight distance.
ii. Driveway grade < five percent (5.0%).
b. Does not exacerbate an existing traffic or pedestrian situation.
5. Zoning dimensional requirements are met:
a. Lot area.
b. Setbacks:
i. Front lot:
1. Ordinance; and
2. DOT requirements.
ii. Rear lot; and
iii. Side lot.
c. Height restrictions.
6. Conforms to all design and use provisions in the Ordinances:
a. Greenspace – minimum of ten percent (10%).
b. Buffer around parking areas – ten (10) foot buffer minimum.
c. Waterfront Commercial and subchapter J – twenty (20) foot front buffer, ten (10)
foot side buffer.
d. Lighting.
e. Landscaping.
f. Parking:
i. Each use and parking requirement identified; and
ii. Appropriate buffer areas provided.
7. Relationship of proposed to existing structures in vicinity of project:
a. Safety and convenience of pedestrians; and
b. Safety and convenience of vehicular travel.
8. Minimize adverse impact on neighboring properties by the following:
a. Ingress/egress;

b.
c.
d.
e.
f.
g.

Traffic flow;
Storm water drainage;
Erosion;
Grading;
Lighting; and
Parking.

9. Natural landscaping features retained on the site:
a. Enhance development;
b. Provide barrier or buffer to adjoining property of dissimilar use; and
c. Assist in preserving general safety, health, welfare and appearance of the
neighborhood.
10. Conforms with Village requirements for grading, drainage and landscaping.
11. Minimize adverse impacts on the neighborhood with:
a. Appropriate screening;
b. Fencing; and
c. Landscaping.
12. Dumpsters are screened from view.
13. Land, buildings and structures are readily available to:
a. Emergency services; and
b. Handicapped.
14. Site plan is consistent with intent of ordinances for:
a. Public health, safety and welfare;
b. Public utilities;
c. Use of land in accordance with its character and adaptability;
d. Avoid overcrowding or population;
e. Lessen congestion on public roads;
f. Reduce hazards of life and property; and
g. Facilitate community development plans.
15. Site plan is consistent with goals, objectives, principles, standards, policies and design
criteria set forth in the Village’s adopted Comprehensive Plan.
16. When a site plan modification or addition is reviewed, all existing non-conformities and
code violations are identified and remedied.
17. All hazards identified in the site plan review process shall be resolved or mitigated as
determined by the Plan Commission.

ARCHITECTURAL REVIEW PRINCIPLES AND STANDARDS
1. Appearance: Is the exterior building appearance unorthodox or abnormal in relation to
surroundings as to be unsightly or offensive?
2. Building Façade: Shall be constructed of brick, decorative masonry, glass panel, wood,
EIFS or other appropriate material as may be approved by the Plan Commission.
a. Plan Commission may require additional façade features to make project blend with
neighboring properties.
b. Multi family structures shall blend with the general residential character of the
neighborhood.
c. Multi family structure shall be constructed with varying façade materials.
3. Building location:
a. Shall not destroy or damage beauty of the area.
b. Shall not adversely impact values of land/property in the area.
c. Shall not have an adverse impact on general enjoyment of existing structures or
signs on adjoining properties as viewed from public ways.
4. Visual continuity of roofs and their contributing elements shall be maintained in the
development, addition or redevelopment.
5. The relative proportion of the buildings to its neighboring existing buildings, to pedestrians
or observers, or to other existing buildings shall be maintained or enhanced when new
buildings are built or when existing buildings are remodeled.
6. Colors shall be in general harmony with the existing neighborhood, and shall be approved
by the Plan Commission.
7. HVAC shall be located to be unobtrusive and screened from view, as approved by the Plan
Commission.
8. Landscaping shall be approved by the Plan Commission.
9. Lighting plan shall be approved by the Plan Commission.
10. Building materials shall be based on prevailing materials and texture already used on
existing buildings in the area, unless the existing buildings are aesthetically incompatible
or unattractive to the general public.
11. All signs shall conform to the Village sign ordinance.
12. Any other architectural design standards deemed appropriate by the Plan Commission.

